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CHAPTER XXVIL

After mneh parley, Stern, aided by Mrea Long,
ponvineed Dick that it was anfar to lot the new
Bl ba seen,  Acting on sforn's  snggestion, they
Aaciled to wilk to the stalie wlisve the man was nt
work, instond of simoning him to the honse, Stern
Bolieved this to Lo the way to anpprise the negoo,
Al Lone nawillingdy velling, it less whgme in
thins conduoting the uspeotion, Only yeste day the
sogeo had saved the life of lis elild, amd now hie
was tnnings him over to prison,

® 1t aiw't trne, 1 hnow it ain't trne” he eadd nlod,
Lrving more to veasior atnl exense Timsel! than to

eonyines Stern,

Pt Stern answerals 1 hope, A Lo, yon are
eorrent™ Al e b sileaee Ehey prove Al to the
(W

Oabikda, tiel P oot stond the team |nl|fl|'|1-.
Do a1, The stnhile door witde open showeld
prothing bt neatness amd enreful ton 1,

titancing in sl remesteving e piey [iview eaidy
Aitton, Lo folb wors Ahnn evnr el nf inl i
i s elennt o workingn, ¥ 1 owin't gobn' s he
patd o Ay, tnening sway hin faor as withn Wik
of tenmph Blern cntersd and examine 1t e Bl

g,
Tuto oneh swtall, thranat e vard, neonnd oneh
tank of wenin he wepte nobiuly Nobily bt n
e hov Jying fneo downw ard o o te ol new
o iy,
® \Why, thnt's o Vi Jimmy P oand Mes, Lone,
wl voenrosity Towd Tallowed Stom
||‘rl|!ll'| awyvoey her vl

wind hierly Weern

pd erying, the boy oonbil net answer e o

or Ntorn's, who el wxinas, hedbea anil oven
thirents, Pl HEehe fellow’s wiopds worp s hlis

timet, s v, Lt feating e wie only Tovsdinar thine
Keorn winlked Aot ioatly awny, The mother, lofy
alone, had no better speeess,  Either the ol Knew
wething of Tom. or e wonlid not telly Dl was trae
andd lovad 1o his friend,

The negra’s disapiearanes, Jovined to 8torn's heliof
st e Bindd Barbored the vonviot, aronsed the fears
of Dick Lone, Bemenbranee of e seesdee renidered
weas lost in the fear that fue Did Teen denting with u
feton,  Expeeting to B homeed 1 robbe 1 in s
Bidden manner, b summoned the lnhorers from the
flold, ordering them all to unite in the seoreh for
Pom, 1t made a boliday for the men, who w 1l jests
and langhter drove pitehforks fnto stacks of @rain
anldl pmiles of hay, amid searchel every nook  ani
eranny aronml the fa Bt the only resnll was
the cortainty that however mneh sonivieted of stesl-
fire, Tom hal taken nothine from his new master

w e was only beeanse he ol not time,” Stermn as.
red Leong, who shook his heal, Tooked grave and
goud nothung,  Ho may have heon Hatennos to little
Jimenv,  The ¢hild, exhansted w th erying, now
Jeaned his hot face aga nat bos futher's and whis-
pered in lis ear:

& flow econld ver, Dut, how eonld ver, when ha
gaved wmy life T He ain't no tioef, T ain't stole
pothin', an' yer sad ver'd be his feen L7

While the men beat bush and meadow hnnting
for the conviet, O'Neal within seht and sonnl of
Bis pursners lookel down  as they possed and re-
aassedd unaer the tree w here, eovered by Tasariant
}ulingu, he was convealed,  As foran instant after
part ng from the weepting child he stood hesitating
at the stabile door, there soenied to T no shielter so
stent as thos geeat live ok, that, forming the corner
mainstay of the stuble, atrefcliod its huge branches
protectingly over the child of its adoption,  Voices
nnd steps approaching gave the neero Little time [or
comsideration. e elimhed up the rugueed batk,
hizh above the stalile roof, where, lindine o branch
upen which the dark leaves grew thickest, he ox
tended himself full lencth nponat, The dark color
of his elothes made no contrast to the wonl aml lie
hid his faee among the leaves, Hore he felt com-
paratively seenre: and Tving thus for hoars nearly
motionless, he hald full opporianity to moralize on
man's ingratitude,  From hig observatory he saw
i on horsehack dispatelied in diferent directions
and surmised that they wers ssengers sent in
warning to the neighboring farmlonses,  He hoprd
the mid-day hell for dinner, and after the half
honr's rest saw the lahorers return to the field.

@ 'Phey have given up the hunt for the day,” e
thonght.

fint Stern did not give up ths search, e walked
ronnd and ronnd, once evien elim! vl hll=way un
the tree, 1t was not until night was wil vinnean! thut
O'Neal bad a ehanes to leave his hiding plaee,

Stift and sore he slipped to the sround, He was
o exhmnstod that he rosnlved] on the rather daring
plan of tak ne one of the horaes, which after ho iad
st some miles betwoen Bimself and the plaee that
{mt vostorday was offered for his Hielong shelter, he
ennld thei tuary toose to find its way homew ard,
e foodeed npeat the low frame dwelling-house with
i inine i one window,
coare om the lookont for o thicf,” e eaid
Tittorts 1} Hittle Jimmy's sibs
Tittle Jinomy's n afection, were ron
goftening the hard nprising of hnman nA e,

Fie teoe ] the stehile door, 11 wos loeked, hint with
hig great stroneth it was no difdionlt mattor to foree
the worn-out iren,  The hasp fell o, the door
opensd, the swieet odor of hav flogted ont, anil Tu
el A nedieh from one of the team b bl thint
yorrndng tenided with Seare unid pr e, \ fover of
s anil nn adept in
Aittienlty by sootline sonwds anl ot ions, it
e the anrk bavt sennted ta pevogniee him
Loendinie ont the bepse and prtting o low seninst i
donr to keep it steadv, he smiled Bitterly o1 the
thonght that in the mormite Long wo 160 Delieva,
shonbl the horse & Do missine, the sorst hnt
condil B said of the negm e had hinshored, Letting
down baes and striding aopoeas fialda, T ol hing.
soll ap some distance from the B, whon streiking
the road, b mooigite b and golloped at full spwodl for
Nfe and Mherty,  The horse bonuding beneath him,
the cool air rushing by, lroughit o sense of exhilarn
tion,  Alter nll D was well, wis free, andd even if hie
wore botng pursined e had et fries ds nodd good
ones" Phis  aubmal that every now sl then
preondly arehand s ok beneath ita vider’s hand was
"r:vl o serve him, Sithe eyves that leoked up to
1he dirk Wae sy with ibs myeiad of stars wern [l
of gratitmly,

1t wis Lk giving np a foemd when, leapne to thi
rrnnml, e thghitenod the gath more seenrely aml

Ben foening the hotse's hewl whenee they ol
eomo, rave him s Htte ent and eallisd © Home™ Tiot
the parting erew hapder,  For the anbmal sprineioe
forward under fhe sting of the willow, went an'y »
few paces, then tirne T, ceane bpek 1o ) W sl
fng in the road, and radlune Wiy head on ln
sholdior seemed toonsk him to be his moester

w L ennt, ol fellow, T ean't,” sl thes while he
felt ashaned s torequite ts afeetion, he gave
hine o sben Blow of the wihpp,  The T rearml
gedl « another Tish, sl ke an arrow oft he
w, hack to the farm lonse,
Lot~ Hinmy, lirst to g
pale fuce anl swollen eyes, an
at the stalde door in the early mornine, I'le
Planket wet with swoint amd the mnd & showed
thit b had made a long and harried journev, The
bov, althongh o littte alraid of the groat beast, nn
Ill‘:l? ol the wirth, i the Wanker, rabled oft the
pund, aned lod the horse Tack to his stall hefore s
father was astir or there wos any otler witaesa Lo
Vi Jim'= return,

% You won't tell, Jim, von won't te1L” Httle Jim
whispered, standing on tiptoe and peeping over the
neighboring stail at the tall oy, who contonted!v
grinding s corn seemed to lave forgotien the
whole aftair, And then as he mght of “dear
Tom” the little fellow’s grief hroke out afresh, In
the stahle his father fonnd him.

w1 sav, Junmy, git up and don’t e sach a waby,"”
Loneg said in a rongh voiwes, hat the hand on the
Yoy's shomlder was gently drawn away, sied when
the chibl bad ron to the hoase in answer to his
mother's sharp eall, Dick Long, whose fears bl
been awikenad by the hroken lock, Imt wha had
fonnd evervihing in onler, looked aftor the little
fellow, saving: “ I'm darned of T don't foel noar ns
bad as Jin. | wonder ef “Fom was a thief 1 And
then he went abent Lis daily tasks, thinkine some-
times of the neero who never eame back, Little Jim
watehed for hum often at smurise amld at evening,
porictimes ealled ont hits name in lonely places,
listening, almost faneying as childien will that o
rostling leaf, o falling nnt, was token of the friend
who had soquickly won his heart,  Buat Jin grew
older and the memory of Tom became faipter and
Lninli-r, and perhaps would have died ont aliogether

ut for the wonderful gossips his mother wonlid
have with any chanes visitor, aliout the conviet
thoy had honsed * unknownst ™ to them. She ® jest
kep' her eves open,” she wo Id deelare, ©aud the
nigeer dido't hev no ehauee,”  Then Jimmy's in-
diguant beart would give a bound and he wonld
El;y: “ Mother, you know Tom warn't wo thiet, au’

saved my Jife,”

But gradnally the memory of the vegro faded ont
of thewr quiet lives, with that jof the * nice young
c_u." Mr. Stern, who rode away the morning after

i Jim's return,

stern, convineed that the ® Tom™ bired by Longand
the convict wercone and thesnine, had gained sone-
thing. Theman lived: and his reportid dangerons
eharacter would bar the posability of work or food
being given 1o a stranger by any one in the neigh-
borhood. In fact, every strange neero was and
wonld be for some thue auder suspicion and linhle
Lo arrest.

There was not o person except little Jim who was

in sympathy with Stern, and as he yode {rom

to honse repeating his eantions and renew ing

is promuwses of reward, manv an honest fellow
ped his hand cordinlly and wished him sately

& again with his recaptured prisoner.  Thus
wing a guard beliud biw, stern rode on throngh
the country, lollowing the clews that were smne
times s0o many as to bewilder rather than assist,
Yet with the bloodbound tenacity he kbpt on,  His
Jeave of absence had been extended by Hilton into
mouth, two woeeks of which hwd passead without
alldiﬂl thie negro, The harvest tine was in O'Neal's
favor: laborers being in demand, mwany negroes

ere aloot seeking employment, anfl it was hurd 1o

ecido which was the conviet, Night after night

tern cu the black skins aond himself when,
after & hand "s ride in following up an. exact de-
soription of negro, be would come upon a
m‘mf comrwentedly cating bis pork and cornbread
Oll:o' of a farmlionse door.

wasaiteroneof these iruitlesserrands that Stern's
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